
Stoughton Stories  

Making Surrey in Guildford focused on Stoughton – a 
geographically fragmented area with several clusters of 
housing developments forming the area as a whole. 
One of the aims of the project was to create a sense of 
community and address the lack of a central hub in the 
area.  
 
The project soon finds a home in a vacant hairdressing 
salon and is transformed into a pop up shop and 
community resource. 
 
The shop becomes somewhere for people to chat, eat 
and drink together as well as learn about craft 
processes and techniques from Rhian Solomon and 
other community makers. It also becomes a resources 
centre with the community donating and swapping craft 
materials and equipment. 

 

‘I love you’ 

An appetite for discovering and sharing the heritage of 
the area is also uncovered and David Rose, local 
resident, avid collector and journalist, leads a number of 
heritage-related sessions at the salon. 
 
Links with clay and textiles emerge from Stoughton’s 
past and David brings in his collection of beautiful local 
postcards, including some embroidered into silk. He 
explains some of the secret codes including sticking the 
stamp in such a way to signify ‘I love you’. 
  
With the post running a few times a day, it would be 
possible to send a card in the morning to someone the 
other side of Guildford, and for it to be received that 
very afternoon (the equivalent of a text message today). 
 
The picture postcard tradition was resurrected as part of 
the project with the local postman delivering postcards 
between local schools and care homes with a 
celebratory exhibition and party at the end of the 
project. 
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funded by:  
 
 

 

Artist Rhian Solomon and Apprentice Rachel Holbrook work in 

Stoughton, Guildford using textiles to engage people with their 

community and its heritage. 
 

Making Surrey connected craft makers with 8 disadvantaged 

communities across the county during 2011-2012. The project 

was community-led, acting as a catalyst in each 

neighbourhood. All the craft produced during Making Surrey 

was co-created with the communities. 
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Legacy  

- The Stoughton Community Association, which 
had been on the wane, has been 
reinvigorated by Making Surrey. It has raised 
funds of over £2k to continue craft activity in 
the community by setting up ‘The Stoughton 
Textiles Group’.   
 

- Jay, one of the project apprentices, who 
worked alongside professional photographer, 
Angela Walker, will now study photography at 
college. 
 

- Rachel, also an apprentice on the project, will 
now manage the legacy activity in Stoughton 
of behalf of the Stoughton Community 
Association. 
 

- The final celebration of the project included 
exhibitions of work made by the community, a 
carol concert and locally made cakes and 
refreshments. This enlivened the green and 
provided a focus for the whole community. An 
annual event is born… 

 

Key Figures  

• 416 members of the community took part in the 
project 
 
• 2,285 people saw the project at shows, 
exhibitions and festivals 
 
• For each pound invested by local authorities in 
Making Surrey, a further three pounds was levered 
in from external funding sources. 
 

“I HAVE RECENTLY BECOME 
UNEMPLOYED AND THIS 

PROJECT HAS KEPT MY BRAIN 
WORKING.” 

STOUGHTON RESIDENT 
 

Stoughton comes together to celebrate the project with Carols on 
the Green. 
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